
Copilot AI Summary - ‘Bow to the Emperor’: We Asked 50 Legal Experts About 

the Trump Presidency 

The article from The New York Times Magazine presents a sobering assessment from 50 

prominent legal experts—split evenly between Democrats and Republicans—on the state 

of the rule of law during Donald Trump’s second term. Here are the key takeaways: 

        Overall Assessment 

• Widespread Alarm: Nearly all respondents believe Trump’s second term poses a 

significantly greater threat to the rule of law than his first. 

• Collapse of Guardrails: Traditional checks—within the Justice Department, Congress, 

and even the courts—are seen as eroding or ineffective. 

         Justice Department Under Pressure 

• Politicization: Experts say the DOJ has become a tool of the White House, targeting 

Trump’s enemies and shielding allies. 

• Personnel Changes: Career prosecutors have resigned or been fired; loyalty to Trump is 

seen as a prerequisite for advancement. 

• Controversial Appointments: Emil Bove, Trump’s former defense attorney, was 

appointed deputy attorney general and later confirmed as a federal judge despite 

whistleblower complaints. 

   High-Profile Actions 

• Indictment of James Comey: Seen as a misuse of prosecutorial power, especially after 

Trump installed an insurance lawyer with no criminal experience to replace a U.S. attorney 

who refused to prosecute. 

• Executive Orders Against Law Firms: Trump targeted firms perceived as Democratic-

aligned, leading to billion-dollar pro bono deals and chilling legal opposition. 

    Institutional Retaliation 

• Weaponization Working Group: Led by Ed Martin, this DOJ unit investigates Trump’s 

prosecutors and critics, with threats to smear reputations. 

• Open Society Foundations Probe: Viewed as an attack on free speech and nonprofit 

dissent. 

    Courts and Congress 

• Congress’s Inaction: All 50 experts say Congress has failed to check executive 

overreach. 

• Supreme Court’s Role: Emergency rulings have enabled Trump’s actions, including 

defunding agencies and overriding lower courts. 

• Lower Courts: Some resistance remains, but is often overturned. 

    Expert Reflections 

• Fear of Retaliation: Many legal experts declined to speak on the record, citing risks to 

their firms and families. 

• Loss of DOJ Credibility: Judges report dishonesty in court filings; experts worry about 

long-term damage to legal norms. 

• Future Concerns: Some fear a cycle of partisan retaliation, while others hope the 

Supreme Court may eventually push back. 

 


