
Copilot AI Summary - Private equity takeover of hospitals led to rise in Medicare 

emergency patient deaths, says study 

A recent study published in Annals of Internal Medicine found that private equity (PE) 

ownership of hospitals is linked to increased mortality among Medicare patients in 

emergency departments. Here are the key findings: 

    Impact of Private Equity on Patient Outcomes 

• PE-owned hospitals had 7 more deaths per 10,000 emergency patients 

compared to non-PE hospitals—about 700 excess deaths across 1 million visits【

source】. 

• These hospitals had fewer staff and lower wages, with emergency department 

salaries cut by 18.2% and full-time staff reduced by 11.6%【source】. 

• PE hospitals transferred out 12% more emergency patients, often those with 

multiple conditions, yet still had higher mortality rates【source】. 

          Broader Trends in PE Healthcare Ownership 

• Prior studies show PE ownership leads to: 

o More deaths in nursing homes 

o Increased post-operative complications 

o Higher rates of hospital-acquired conditions like infections and falls【source

】. 

    Policy and Legal Challenges 

• The Department of Health and Human Services criticized PE’s role in declining care 

quality. 

• Legal accountability is limited: PE firms are insulated from lawsuits unless directly 

involved in daily operations. 

• Hospitals can declare bankruptcy, leaving harmed patients without recourse. 

• Legislative change is unlikely due to widespread political investment in PE firms【

source】. 

 


