
Copilot AI Summary - How A High-Tech Chair Could Revolutionize Cancer Radiation 

Therapy 

Here's a summary of the key points from the Forbes article on Leo Cancer Care's 

innovative approach to proton radiation therapy: 

        Innovation in Cancer Treatment 

• Leo Cancer Care developed a high-tech chair that allows patients to sit upright 

during proton radiation therapy. 

• This design rotates the patient around a fixed radiation beam, eliminating the need 

for massive gantries and reducing facility size requirements by over 90%. 

          Hospital Adoption and Impact 

• Stanford Health Care and McLaren Health Care are among early adopters, 

solving long-standing space and cost issues. 

• The chair, named Marie (after Marie Curie), integrates a CT scanner and upright 

positioning system, and received FDA clearance in July 2025. 

   Cost and Accessibility 

• Traditional proton therapy setups cost $50–$100 million and require large, multi-

story buildings. 

• Leo’s system costs $17–$22 million and fits in a single-floor room, saving hospitals 

$35–$70 million on average. 

    Business Growth 

• Leo Cancer Care has raised $150 million and reached $11 million in revenue last 

year, with projections to double this year. 

• It has an $85 million backlog and is considering an IPO as early as late 2026. 

                                Founders and Origins 

• CEO Stephen Towe was inspired by his father's cancer battle and sought simpler, 

more effective solutions. 

• Co-founder Rock Mackie championed upright treatment decades ago and helped 

spin the company out of University of Sydney. 

 


