Copilot AI Summary - Take a Look at Rare Photos of Red Lightning in New Zealand
® Rare Red Lightning Phenomenon Captured

o Three photographers—Tom Rae from Christchurch and Spaniards Dan Zafra and
Jose Luis Cantabrana—photographed red sprites above the Clay Cliffs in Omarama,
New Zealand on October 11, 2025.

o These red sprites are a type of transient luminous event: brief electrical discharges
that occur high above thunderstorms.

s Unusual Conditions Made It Possible

« The photographers originally planned to shoot the Milky Way but were able to
capture sprites due to a large storm brewing off New Zealand’s west coast.

« The location, a dark sky reserve far from urban light pollution, helped make the
phenomenon visible and photographable.

© Sprites Are Rare and Elusive

o Red sprites are typically seen in regions with massive storms, like the U.S. Great
Plains or Northeast China.

« Even in those areas, capturing them in high definition is uncommon due to their
fleeting nature.



