
Here are the key takeaways from the New York Times article titled “Global Warming 

Made Hurricane Melissa More Damaging”: 

         Hurricane Melissa & Climate Change 

• Stronger Storm Due to Warming: A rapid analysis by World Weather Attribution 

(WWA) found that climate change intensified Hurricane Melissa, increasing its wind 

speeds by 7% and rainfall within its eyewall by 16%. 

• Rapid Intensification: Melissa formed over Caribbean waters that were 2.5°F 

warmer than usual, conditions made six times more likely by climate change. The 

storm rapidly intensified, doubling wind speeds in less than 24 hours. 

    Impact on the Caribbean 

• Severe Damage: Melissa made landfall in Jamaica as a Category 5 hurricane with 

185 mph winds, causing widespread destruction and internet outages. It then hit 

Cuba and Haiti, leading to evacuations and catastrophic flooding. 

• Human and Economic Toll: Dozens of deaths have been reported. The increased 

wind speeds alone may have added over $1 billion in damages, a significant 

burden for small economies. 

   Broader Climate Context 

• Trend Toward Extreme Storms: While the overall frequency of hurricanes may 

be decreasing, those that do form are more likely to be extreme due to warmer 

oceans and more humid air. 

• Back-to-Back Disasters: Some affected areas were still recovering from previous 

hurricanes (Beryl and Oscar), compounding the devastation and hampering 

recovery efforts. 

  Global Implications 

• Call for Climate Funding: The findings come ahead of global climate talks in 

Brazil, where small island nations like Jamaica plan to push for increased financial 

support from wealthier countries to adapt to climate impacts. 

 


