
Here’s a summary of the key points from the New York Times article titled “Trump 

Officials Accused of Bullying Tactics to Kill a Climate Measure”: 

        Background 

• Over 100 nations were ready to approve a historic international agreement to 

reduce pollution from cargo ships. 

• The measure involved imposing a fee on shipping emissions, marking a major step 

in global climate policy. 

🇺🇸 U.S. Intervention 

• The Trump administration launched an aggressive campaign to block the deal. 

• Secretary of State Marco Rubio personally called officials in several countries, 

threatening: 

o Financial penalties 

o Tariffs and sanctions 

o Revocation of U.S. visas 

o Restrictions on sailors disembarking at American ports 

• Caribbean and Asian diplomats reported being summoned to the U.S. Embassy in 

London and receiving “nasty” and “very personal” threats. 

    Outcome 

• The intimidation tactics led to the collapse of the agreement. 

• U.S. officials admitted to opposing the deal but denied making personal threats. 

• They argued the shipping fee would harm the American economy and claimed 

coordination with Saudi Arabia helped sway other nations. 

   Diplomatic Fallout 

• Foreign diplomats expressed shock at the level of coercion, especially targeting 

smaller, economically dependent countries. 

• The episode highlights the Trump administration’s broader resistance to 

international climate initiatives. 

 


