Here’s a clear, structured summary of the article you're viewing about Merck’s new
PCSK9 pill:

Key Highlights

« New Drug: Merck has developed a pill called enlicitide that targets the PCSK9
protein in the liver.

« Effectiveness:
o Reduces LDL (“*bad”) cholesterol by up to 60%, similar to injectable PCSK9
inhibitors.
o In high-risk patients, heart attack and stroke rates dropped by 20% within
one year.

o Trial Results:
o 24-week study with 2,912 participants showed dramatic LDL reductions.
o No difference in side effects compared to placebo.
o A smaller study is underway for patients with familial
hypercholesterolemia (genetic high cholesterol).

« Comparison to Injections:
o Current injectables (Praluent, Repatha) cost $500+ per month and are used
by only ~1% of eligible patients.
o Many avoid injections due to inconvenience and insurance barriers.

« Innovation:
o Enlicitide is a circular peptide, larger than typical pill molecules but smaller
than antibodies.
o This breakthrough could pave the way for pills to replace other injectable
drugs.

« Affordability Goal: Merck aims to price the pill low, making it as routine as
aspirin or blood pressure medication.

e Future Outlook:
o Large-scale trial with 14,500 participants is ongoing to confirm reductions in
cardiovascular deaths.
o Merck plans to apply for FDA approval in early 2026 and hopes to launch in
2027.
o AstraZeneca is also developing a PCSK9 pill.

% Big Picture

o This pill could democratize cholesterol treatment, making powerful LDL
reduction accessible to millions.

o Experts see it as a game changer in preventing heart disease, provided
affordability is achieved.



