Here are the key takeaways from the New York Times article “Stinking, Spongy, Dark, Huge: A
Spider Web Unlike Any Seen Before”:

B Discovery

e Researchers found what may be the world’s largest spider web in Sulfur Cave, a
limestone cavern on the Albania-Greece border.

e The web spans about 1,140 square feet (roughly the size of a small home).
#& Spider Metropolis
e The web houses around 111,000 spiders.
e Two species live together:
o Tegenaria domestica (barn funnel weaver, ~69,000 individuals)
o Prinerigone vagans (~42,000 individuals)

e Normally, barn funnel weavers prey on P. vagans, but in the cave’s darkness they coexist
peacefully.

Food Supply

e The cave contains an abundant food source: over 2.4 million midges, sustaining the
massive spider population.

Environment
e The cave was formed by sulfuric acid from hydrogen sulfide oxidation.

o Conditions: ~80°F year-round, filled with foul-smelling hydrogen sulfide gas (toxic to most
animals).

o Its remoteness and harsh environment protect the spider community.
. Scientific Insights

e The spiders show genetic differences from relatives outside the cave, suggesting
adaptation to this unique environment.

e The web is a pastiche of thousands of funnel-shaped webs, appearing sparkling
under light.

e The silk is described as “spongy” and resilient when touched.
& Ongoing Questions
e Researchers are unsure how long this spider metropolis has existed.

o Cooperation between two solitary, normally hostile species is unprecedented and will
continue to be studied.

e Some experts caution that the web’s size may be slightly overestimated, as older, unused
webs were included in measurements.



