
Here’s a clear summary of the main points from the  NY Times article “A Cancer 

Diagnosis Brings a New Season of Grief to the Kennedy Family”: 

    Key Highlights 

• Tatiana Schlossberg’s Diagnosis 

o Daughter of Caroline Kennedy and granddaughter of John F. Kennedy. 

o Revealed she has acute myeloid leukemia, a rare and aggressive blood 

cancer. 

o Diagnosis came in May 2024 during the birth of her second child. 

• Treatment Journey 

o Underwent chemotherapy, a bone marrow transplant (with stem cells 

donated by her sister Rose). 

o Experienced remission but relapsed; joined a clinical trial using 

immunotherapy. 

o Later received a second transplant. 

o Her husband, George Moran, a doctor, has been deeply supportive 

throughout. 

• Family Support & Grief 

o Parents and siblings have been caring for her children and staying by her 

side in hospital. 

o She reflects on the Kennedy family’s long history of tragedy, adding to her 

mother Caroline’s grief. 

o Expresses sorrow that she won’t see her children grow up, but strives to 

leave them memories of her as a writer. 

• Criticism of Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 

o Schlossberg strongly criticizes her cousin, now Secretary of Health and 

Human Services. 

o She condemns his vaccine skepticism and budget cuts to NIH and mRNA 

cancer research, which disrupted treatments and trials. 

• Personal Reflections 

o Balances anger and frustration with deep love for her children. 

o Shares poignant moments, like her son comforting her at an ice cream 

truck. 

o Describes her husband as “perfect” and laments the life she feels cheated 

out of. 

     Context 

• Essay published in The New Yorker on Nov. 22, 2025, the 62nd anniversary of 

JFK’s assassination. 

• Schlossberg, 35, is an environmental journalist and former science writer for The 

New York Times. 


