
The page you’re viewing from The New York Times investigates how the auto industry’s 

lead recycling programs in Africa are causing widespread poisoning. Here are the key 

takeaways: 

       Main Points 

• Lead-acid car batteries are the world’s most recycled consumer product, but 

unsafe recycling practices are common in parts of Africa. 

• Informal and poorly regulated recycling operations expose workers and nearby 

communities to toxic lead dust and fumes. 

• Health impacts: Lead poisoning is linked to brain damage in children, 

developmental delays, and chronic illness in adults. 

• Scale of the problem: Millions of people across Africa are at risk, with hotspots 

in countries like Nigeria, Ghana, and Kenya. 

• Industry responsibility: The global auto industry benefits from cheap recycled 

lead but often fails to ensure safe recycling standards in supply chains. 

• Case studies: The article highlights specific communities where children show 

dangerously high blood lead levels due to nearby recycling plants. 

• Call for accountability: Experts argue that automakers and battery 

manufacturers must enforce stricter environmental and health protections in their 

supply chains. 

This piece blends investigative reporting with interactive visuals to show the human cost 

of unsafe recycling practices. 

 


