Here’s a clear, structured summary of the key points from the Cord Cutter’s article “"PBS
Is Shutting Down Service In an Entire State After Losing Federal Funding”:

< Main Takeaways

« Arkansas is ending its partnership with PBS, effective July 1, 2026,
becoming the first state to fully sever ties with the national network.

« The Arkansas Educational Television Commission voted on the change on
December 11, 2025, citing financial pressures.

« The trigger was the loss of federal funding after Congress defunded the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) earlier in 2025, removing about
$2.5 million annually that Arkansas relied on.

o Without CPB support, the state faced a choice: Pay PBS dues (~$2.5M/year) or
preserve the state network itself. They chose the latter.

« The network has rebranded as “"Arkansas TV”, shifting toward locally
produced programming.

o Currently only 5.5% of content is local; they aim to increase this
dramatically.

o Planned content includes children’s education, regional cooking, state
history, and community issues.

« Emergency weather alerts and K-12 educational support will remain core
services.

e PBS expressed concern about the impact on viewers who rely on free
over-the-air access to national educational programming.

« Some PBS shows may still be available via streaming apps, but not via
Arkansas broadcast.

o Other states have considered similar moves, but Arkansas is the first to proceed.

o The decision reflects broader national debates about public media funding and
perceived ideological bias.

o Arkansas TV leadership frames the shift as a sustainability strategy, noting
increased donor interest since the federal cuts.

e« Programming will remain unchanged until June 30, 2026, after which the new
local-focused lineup begins.



