Here's a clear, structured summary of the main points from the Atlantic article "Why I Am
Resigning”.

Overview

A longtime federal judge explains why he resigned his lifetime appointment: he believes the
current administration is undermining the rule of law, and remaining silent under judicial ethics
rules has become intolerable.

Key Points

i Why He Resigned

He can no longer stay silent while, in his view, the administration uses the law for partisan
purposes and shields allies from accountability.

Judicial ethics rules restrict judges from speaking publicly, and he feels compelled to
speak out now.

His Career & Values

Appointed in 1985, he spent decades fighting corruption as a prosecutor and judge.

He emphasizes a lifelong commitment to impartial justice, equal treatment under the law,
and protecting democratic institutions.

He references major corruption cases he handled, including the prosecution of Whitey
Bulger and FBI misconduct.

& Concerns About the Current Administration
He argues the administration:

Pressures prosecutors to indict political adversaries without sufficient evidence.
Dismantles oversight mechanisms (inspectors general, FBI corruption units, DOJ
public-integrity section).

Ignores or shuts down investigations into potential corruption involving the president
and his associates.

Issues executive orders he believes violate constitutional protections, including
birthright citizenship and due process in deportations.

Attacks judges publicly, contributing to a surge in threats against the judiciary.

@ Global Perspective

He compares the situation to authoritarian countries where leaders control police,
prosecutors, and courts to maintain impunity.

He notes that pro-democracy activists abroad have long looked to the U.S. judiciary as a
model, and he feels a responsibility to defend that tradition.

{ What He Plans to Do Next

He intends to speak publicly, support litigation, and work with others to defend the rule of
law and democracy.

He acknowledges uncertainty about whether he can make a difference but invokes Robert
F. Kennedy’s “Ripples of Hope” and Seamus Heaney’s “"Hope and History Rhyme” as
inspiration.



