
Here’s a clear, structured summary of the main points from the Summit Daily News article “Getting off and 

on Exit 203, exiting Dillon Dam Road and even getting to Whole Foods Market from certain directions will 

look different in Frisco a few years from now.”. [ed. Note – All this is AI generated so there may be errors] 

     CDOT Exit 203 / CO-9 Frisco Project — Key Takeaways 

🗓️ Timeline 

• Construction is planned to begin April 2026 and run in two phases across 2026 and 2027. 

• Work will generally occur between April 15 and October 31 each year. 

• 2027 is expected to bring the most significant impacts. 

🚦 Why the Project Is Needed 

• Exit 203 currently experiences dangerous queue backups on I-70. 

• A recent dash-cam video showed a vehicle collision caused by a driver failing to slow for the queue. 

• Traffic projections show that by 2045, the interchange would receive an “F” rating if left 

unchanged. 

• The interchange, built around 1970, would not meet modern design standards. 

🛣️ Major Design Changes 

• Off-ramp widening: The single-lane ramp will expand to two lanes to hold more traffic. 

• Roundabout removal: The existing roundabout at the end of the ramp will be replaced with a traffic 

signal. 

• I-70 overpass widening with a new 10-foot multi-use trail. 

• New signals added to the eastbound I-70 ramp. 

• New roundabouts at: 

o Dillon Dam Road & North Ten Mile Drive 

o Lusher Court & Meadow Drive (behind Safeway) 

• New underpass beneath CO-9 near Dillon Dam Road. 

• New “Frontage Road” behind the AC Hotel, connecting through the underpass. 

🛒 Changes to Local Access (Whole Foods, Safeway, etc.) 

• Drivers leaving Whole Foods and nearby businesses will no longer turn left onto CO-9. 

• Instead, they must use Frontage Road → underpass → Dillon Dam Road → CO-9 to reach I-70. 

• Drivers coming from Dillon Dam Road will also need to use the roundabout to reach Frontage Road. 

🚧 Expected Closures 

• Northbound North Ten Mile Drive: ~20 days 

• Northbound Dillon Dam Road: ~15 days 

• Meadow Drive behind Safeway: ~25 days 

💰 Cost & Bidding 

• Frisco may spend about $1.95 million on landscape design and construction. 

• CDOT hopes to advertise contractor bids in mid-January, though the bidding environment is 

uncertain. 

🧭 Local Traffic Concerns 

• Council members raised questions about: 

o Potential backups on North Ten Mile Drive, especially with a new McDonald’s drive-thru. 

o Whether one construction year will be worse than the other (answer: 2027). 

  



Key Flow Changes Illustrated 

• No more left turn from Whole Foods area onto CO-9. 

• All traffic from Whole Foods → Frontage Road → Underpass → Dillon Dam Rd → CO-9 → I-70. 

• New roundabouts at: 

o Dillon Dam Rd & North Ten Mile 

o Lusher Ct & Meadow Dr (behind Safeway) 

• Off-ramp becomes two lanes instead of one. 

• Roundabout at end of offramp replaced with a signal. 

      Before vs. After Comparison Table 

Feature / Area Before (Current State) After (New Design) 

I-70 Exit 203 Off-Ramp 
Single-lane ramp; queues spill into 

high-speed traffic 
Two-lane ramp to hold more vehicles 

End of Off-Ramp Roundabout Traffic signal 

I-70 Overpass Narrow, no multi-use trail Widened + 10-ft multi-use trail 

Eastbound I-70 Ramp No signal New traffic signal added 

Dillon Dam Rd & N. Ten 

Mile 
No roundabout New roundabout 

Lusher Ct & Meadow Dr 

(behind Safeway) 
No roundabout New roundabout 

CO-9 Access from Whole 

Foods Area 

Left turn allowed directly onto 

CO-9 

Left turn removed; must use Frontage Rd 

→ underpass → Dillon Dam Rd 

Frontage Road Does not exist 
New road behind AC Hotel connecting to 

underpass 

Underpass None New underpass beneath CO-9 

Traffic Safety 
Long queues; dangerous merging; 

recent crash shown in dash-cam 

Improved queue capacity, controlled 

intersections, safer merging 

Future Traffic Rating 

(2045) 
Would score “F” if unchanged Redesigned to handle projected volumes 

Construction Impacts None 

Closures: N. Ten Mile (~20 days), Dillon 

Dam Rd (~15 days), Meadow Dr (~25 

days) 

 

 


