Key Takeaways from the NYT Piece on Tatiana Schlossberg

= What Happened

» Tatiana Schlossberg — journalist, author, and member of the Kennedy family —
died at age 35 from acute myeloid leukemia.

« Shortly before her death, she submitted an unassigned, unexpected essay to The
New Yorker about her diagnosis and experience.

/. About the Essay

« The essay was described by editor David Remnick as “extraordinary,” “honest,” and
“fully formed.”

» It was accepted immediately with minimal editing.
o At ~3,300 words, it became one of the magazine’s most-read pieces of the year.
® Themes and Emotional Impact
o Schlossberg wrote candidly about:
o Facing terminal illness as a young mother of two.
o The likelihood her children would not remember her.
o The pain of adding another tragedy to a family already marked by loss.
o Her desire throughout life to protect her mother, Caroline Kennedy.
News Value and Commentary
« The essay revealed her diagnosis publicly for the first time.

o She criticized her cousin, Health Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., for cutting federal
funding for mRNA vaccine research — technology with potential cancer
applications.

Public Response

« Her death prompted widespread grief from political figures, journalists, and the
public.

o Family members, including Maria Shriver, expressed deep sorrow.
£ Aftermath

 Remnick suggested she appear on The New Yorker Radio Hour, but she declined,
saying she had already said everything she needed to say.



