
          Key Points: “The MAGA Plan to Take Over TV Is Just Beginning” (NYTimes, Jan. 12, 2026) 

   1. The FCC Under Trump Is Using Old Regulatory Powers in New Ways 

• FCC Chairman Brendan Carr has revived long-dormant “public interest” rules to pressure major 

broadcast networks (ABC, CBS, NBC). 

• These rules historically existed but were rarely enforced after the Fairness Doctrine ended in 1987. 

• Carr is using them to investigate or threaten stations for alleged “bias,” especially against Trump. 

   2. Conservative Legal Activists Are Driving the Strategy 

• Daniel R. Suhr and the Center for American Rights crafted the legal theory enabling the FCC to 

pursue networks for “slanted” or “rigged” coverage. 

• Suhr filed multiple complaints against ABC, CBS, and NBC stations for debate coverage, late-night 

comedy, and news editing. 

• These complaints were dismissed under Biden but reinstated immediately when Trump returned to 

office. 

    3. Internal Republican Conflict Over Free Speech vs. Government Power 

• Senator Ted Cruz publicly criticized Carr’s threats as unconstitutional “jawboning,” even as he 

pushes his own anti-jawboning legislation. 

• Some conservatives argue the FCC is finally countering liberal media bias; others warn the 

government is coercing speech. 

    4. The FCC Is Influencing Corporate Decisions 

• The FCC tied Suhr’s complaints to the proposed sale of CBS/Paramount to Skydance, giving Carr 

leverage. 

• CBS handed over raw interview footage, increased internal scrutiny, and later canceled Stephen 

Colbert’s show. 

• Skydance agreed to: 

o End all DEI programs 

o Install a politically “balanced” news ombudsman 

o Ensure “diversity of viewpoints” in programming 

• Critics call these conditions unprecedented government intrusion into newsroom decisions. 

           5. A Larger Conservative Project to Reshape Media 

• Leonard Leo and allied groups aim to “crush liberal dominance” in culture by pushing conservative 

content into mainstream entertainment. 

• Suhr sees FCC enforcement as a way to open space for “family friendly, faith-inspired patriotic 

content.” 

         6. Legal and Constitutional Concerns Are Mounting 

• Former FCC chairs from both parties warn that Carr’s actions violate First Amendment protections. 

• A bipartisan group of former commissioners petitioned the FCC to end the “news distortion” policy 

Carr is using. 

• Carr refuses, arguing conservatives are rethinking the role of government and must use power to 

achieve results. 

          7. The Strategy Is Expanding Beyond CBS 

• Skydance’s CEO has hinted he would reshape CNN if allowed to buy Warner Bros. Discovery. 

• More complaints against networks are expected, keeping pressure on ABC, NBC, and CBS. 

🇺🇸 8. A New Era of Explicitly Patriotic Network News 

• CBS’s new editorial principles include: “We love America. And we make no apologies for 

saying so.” 

 


