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v Declining Reading Habits

o Reading for pleasure has dropped 40% over the past 20 years.

» Literacy rates for both students and adults continue to fall.

« Elizabeth Alexander, president of the Mellon Foundation, describes the situation as
a national crisis.

i New $50 Million Literary Arts Fund

« Mellon Foundation and six partner philanthropies are launching a $50 million,
five-year fund.
o The fund supports:
o Nonprofit literary organizations
o Small presses (including translation-focused presses)
o Writer residencies and fellowships
o Literary centers, workshops, and community reading spaces
o Goal: strengthen the “noncommercial literary world” that nurtures writers and
readers.

Why This Matters

o Alexander emphasizes that literature depends on an ecosystem: publishers,
bookstores, reading spaces, workshops, and community centers.
e These institutions are struggling due to:
o Declining reading habits
o Book bans removing stories from schools and libraries
o Cuts to federal cultural agencies (IMLS, NEA, NEH)
i. Broader Cultural Concerns

« Alexander links the reading crisis to a larger “atmosphere of dehumanization” in
public life.
» She argues that literature helps people:
o See and understand one another
o Respect different experiences
o Counteract divisive or coarse public language
i Mellon’s Broader Mission

» Mellon continues to fund arts, humanities, libraries, archives, and higher education
with a social justice lens.

o Recent grants include $15 million to keep state humanities councils afloat,
supporting community programs like oral histories and poetry workshops.



