
          Key Takeaways from the Cord Cutter News Article “Another PBS Station is 

Shutting Down After Federal Budget Cuts” 

• WBGU-TV, the PBS station run by Bowling Green State University, will 

stop airing PBS programming after June 30 due to major federal funding cuts 

and the shutdown of the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB). 

• The loss of CPB support creates a $1.1 million annual shortfall, nearly half 

of the station’s operating budget, making continued PBS affiliation financially 

impossible. 

• WBGU-TV has served northwest Ohio for over 60 years, providing 

educational programming to 19 counties and offering hands-on training for 

university students pursuing media careers. 

• The station will shift to a limited livestreaming model, focusing on digital 

content and new student learning opportunities in areas like digital media 

production. 

• The shutdown reflects a national trend, as other public stations—especially in 

rural areas—face similar challenges from reduced federal support. 

• Local communities will feel the loss, particularly families and viewers who rely 

on PBS content for education, arts, and local issues, and who may lack access to 

alternatives like streaming services. 

• BGSU plans to repurpose the station’s resources for student-focused digital 

projects and community partnerships, potentially including livestreamed events, 

regional sports, and public forums. 

 


