
Here’s a clean, direct summary of the key points from the NPR Article “The Trump administration has 

secretly rewritten nuclear safety rules” 

   Main Points 

  Secret Rewrite of Nuclear Safety Rules 

• The Trump administration quietly rewrote Department of Energy (DOE) nuclear safety directives 

and shared them with reactor companies without making the changes public. 

• Over 750 pages of requirements were removed—cutting security, environmental protections, 

record-keeping, and accident-investigation triggers. 

  Goal: Speed Up New Reactor Development 

• The changes aim to accelerate approval of at least three experimental small modular reactors by 

July 4, 2026, per Trump’s executive order. 

• DOE positioned itself as a faster alternative to the Nuclear Regulatory Commission (NRC), using 

internal “orders” that can be changed without public comment. 

    Major Safety Standards Removed or Weakened 

• The long-standing ALARA radiation-minimization principle was stripped out. 

• Requirements for dedicated safety-system engineers were eliminated. 

• Environmental protections were softened—e.g., radioactive discharges once “prohibited” are now 

“should be avoided.” 

• Security directives were slashed from 500+ pages to 23, removing detailed requirements for 

training, drills, and physical protections. 

   Environmental & Worker Protections Loosened 

• Rules governing groundwater, sewer discharges, and radioactive waste management were 

significantly reduced. 

• DOE is also proposing to weaken some worker safety standards in federal regulations. 

       Industry Influence & “Concierge Teams” 

• Companies receive DOE “Concierge Teams” to help speed applications, raising concerns about 

pressure on safety reviewers. 

• Tech companies like Amazon, Google, and Meta are major backers of the new reactor designs. 

    Expert Concerns 

• Former NRC officials and nuclear safety experts warn the changes undermine decades of safety and 

security practices. 

• Critics say secrecy erodes public trust and may expose companies to violations of other laws (e.g., 

Clean Water Act). 

• Some experts argue ALARA has been overused, but most say the scale and secrecy of the changes 

are alarming. 

       Uncertain Whether the Plan Will Work 

• Experts doubt the streamlined rules will actually help meet the aggressive July 2026 deadline. 

• Removing detailed requirements may create confusion rather than efficiency. 

 


