AI Summary of the CC News article "Major Changes Are Coming to Local ABC, CBS, FOX, & NBC Stations”
Key Points
1. FCC Considering Major Changes to Local TV Ownership Rules

e The FCC is reviewing long-standing media ownership limits as part of its delayed 2022/2023
Quadrennial Review.
e Proposed changes could allow companies to own more stations within the same market, including
multiple affiliates of ABC, CBS, FOX, and NBC.
2. Possible Removal of the "One Big Four per Market” Restriction

e Current rules prevent a single company from owning more than one Big Four affiliate in a market.
¢ Companies like Nexstar, Fox, and Sinclair are pushing for these caps to be removed.
e If lifted, large broadcasters could consolidate significantly—for example, Nexstar could acquire
Tegna and own multiple top stations in one market.
3. Court Ruling Already Weakened Ownership Limits

e In July 2025, the Eighth Circuit Court vacated the “Top Four Prohibition,” calling it arbitrary.
e This ruling already opened the door to consolidation among top-rated stations.
4. FCC Re-Evaluating Three Major Rules

e Local Radio Ownership Rule
e Local Television Ownership Rule
¢ Dual Network Rule (prevents mergers among ABC, CBS, FOX, NBC)
e The FCC is questioning whether these rules still serve the public interest in a world dominated by
streaming platforms.
5. Arguments For and Against Deregulation

Supporters say:

e Broadcasters need scale to compete with Netflix, YouTube, and social media.

e Consolidation could improve local news, weather, and emergency services.

e Ownership caps from 1996 no longer reflect today’s media landscape.
Critics warn:

e Consolidation could reduce viewpoint diversity.
e Smaller or minority-owned stations may be harmed.
e Local content could become homogenized.

6. Streaming’s Impact Is Central to the Review

e The FCC is examining how online video has shifted advertising, audience behavior, and network-
affiliate relationships.
e The Dual Network Rule may be reconsidered because streaming has changed competitive
dynamics.
7. Timeline and Next Steps

e NPRM (Notice of Proposed Rulemaking) approved September 30, 2025.
e Public comment period closed January 16, 2026.
e A final Report and Order is expected later in 2026.
e Broadcasters, especially the National Association of Broadcasters, are pushing for full repeal of
ownership caps.
8. Broader FCC Modernization Efforts

e The FCC is also updating foreign ownership rules, signaling a broader push to modernize media
regulations.



