
AI Summary – (NY Times) NYC Partners with W.H.O. as U.S. Withdraws 

1. NYC Joins a Global Outbreak Network 

• Two weeks after the Trump administration formally withdrew the U.S. from the 

World Health Organization, New York City’s Health Department joined the Global 

Outbreak Alert and Response Network (GOARN). 

• GOARN is a W.H.O.-coordinated consortium of 300+ agencies and nonprofits 

focused on detecting and responding to emerging pathogens. 

2. Local and State Agencies Are Filling Federal Gaps 

• NYC and New York State previously joined several Northeastern states to form a 

regional public health coalition to coordinate vaccine guidance and policy. 

• This was a direct response to reduced federal support and shifting CDC guidance. 

• Similar alliances are forming elsewhere: 

o West Coast Health Alliance (Western states) 

o California and Illinois have also joined GOARN. 

3. NYC’s Motivation 

• City officials say joining GOARN helps ensure they stay informed about global 

outbreaks and new health threats. 

• Acting Health Commissioner Dr. Michelle Morse emphasized that infectious 

diseases cross borders, so information-sharing must as well. 

4. What Participation Looks Like 

• NYC plans to join weekly meetings with other GOARN members. 

• It’s unclear whether NYC will deploy its own epidemiologists or lab scientists to 

international outbreak zones. 

• The NYC Health Department is a major agency with a $1.6 billion budget and 

7,000+ employees, giving it capacity to engage internationally. 

5. Broader Context 

• The move reflects a growing trend of cities and states stepping into roles 

traditionally led by federal agencies. 

• NYC sees this partnership as essential to maintaining preparedness in a world 

where outbreaks can emerge anywhere. 


