Al Summary: Trump Administration Plans to Dismantle NCAR
What the Administration Is Proposing
o Breaking up the National Center for Atmospheric Research (NCAR), one of the
world’s leading climate and weather research institutions.
e Transferring major assets:
o The Derecho supercomputer to the University of Wyoming.
o The High Altitude Observatory (space weather research) to a private company.
o NCAR'’s research aircraft to another federal agency.
o Potentially selling the iconic Mesa Laboratory in Boulder, designed by I.M. Pei.
@ Administration’s Rationale
e Senior officials have publicly criticized NCAR as a major source of “climate alarmism.”
e The administration is pushing for universities and private companies to take over NCAR’s
research portfolio.
Why Scientists Are Alarmed
e« NCAR is foundational to modern weather and climate science, including:
o Wildfire prediction
o Hurricane modeling
o Space weather forecasting
o Air quality and atmospheric research
e Experts warn dismantling NCAR would:
o Weaken national research capacity
o Reduce preparedness for extreme weather
o Disrupt long-standing scientific partnerships
u Political and Economic Fallout
o Colorado officials—Democrats and Republicans—are strongly opposed.
e The move would be a major economic hit to Boulder and the state.
e Tensions between President Trump and Gov. Jared Polis add political friction.
=» Congressional Concerns
e Bipartisan lawmakers argue the breakup would:
o Increase costs
o Undermine national scientific capabilities
o Reduce the country’s ability to respond to climate-driven risks
e Rep. Joe Neguse is pushing for transparency and has asked the NSF inspector general to
investigate:
o Allegations that the administration began negotiating transfers before the review
process was complete.
> Who Wants NCAR’s Pieces?
e« Lynker, a private firm, is proposing to take over the High Altitude Observatory.
o University of Oklahoma is proposing a plan to preserve national atmospheric science
capacity.
« University of Wyoming is negotiating to take over the Derecho supercomputer.
? Unresolved Questions
e Who will set research priorities if assets are transferred?
e Whether public comments and proposals will be made public.
e The future of NCAR's historic Mesa Lab and research aircraft.



