Al Summary - Tim Kaine Forces Iran War Debate From the Minority (NY Times)

@ Kaine’s Central Mission
o Tim Kaine has spent more than a decade trying to reassert Congress’s constitutional
authority over decisions to use military force.
e His motivation stems from his experience as Virginia’s governor during the Iraq and
Afghanistan wars, witnessing deployments, homecomings, and funerals.
Challenging Presidential War Powers
e Despite being in the Senate minority, Kaine has repeatedly forced debates and votes on
limiting President Trump’s unilateral military actions.
e He uses the 1973 War Powers Resolution, which allows any senator to force quick
consideration of measures to withdraw U.S. forces absent congressional authorization.
e He has invoked this mechanism five times since early last year.
® Recent Focus: The Iran Conflict
o Kaine led a resolution to halt the war in Iran and require congressional authorization for
“Operation Epic Fury.”
e The measure failed, as did a similar one the previous year, but it forced senators—
Republicans included—to publicly state their positions.
e Polls show most Americans oppose the Iran military action.
i Broader War Powers Efforts
o Kaine has also pushed resolutions on Venezuela and Cuba.
e« He has been consistent across administrations—Obama, Trump, and Biden—criticizing
unilateral military actions and urging formal authorization.
e He helped repeal an outdated Iraq War authorization that had been stretched beyond its
original purpose.
Bipartisan but Limited Success
e Some Republicans, including Rand Paul and Todd Young, have partnered with him.
e Occasional GOP support has appeared, but the White House often pressures Republicans
to reverse course.
o Kaine acknowledges limited progress: Congress has repeatedly failed to reclaim its war
powers, and presidents of both parties resist constraints.
* Why He Keeps Going
e Kaine argues the issue is about constitutional balance and the lives of service members.
e He believes even failed votes can influence executive behavior, citing Venezuela as an
example where the administration clarified limits after his resolution gained traction.
i Criticism and Pushback
e GOP leaders accuse Kaine of political theater rather than serious oversight.
e Some Republicans who share his constitutional concerns argue his resolutions don’t
meaningfully address the underlying issues.
Escalating Pressure
e« Democrats have introduced five more war powers resolutions, all cosponsored by Kaine.
e They aim to force public hearings and greater transparency from the administration as the
Iran conflict continues and casualties rise.
e Lawmakers have received classified briefings, but no public hearings have been scheduled.
o« Democrats are also pushing for an investigation into the bombing of an Iranian school that
killed many children.



