
AI Summary - Bad Snow Year Intensifies Wildfire Fears in Colorado Ski Towns 

   1. Record-Low Snowpack Is Raising Alarm 

• Colorado is experiencing one of its worst snow years in nearly 40 years. 

• The American West more broadly is in a historic snow drought. 

• Locals say wildfire risk—not poor skiing—is their top concern. 

     2. Early, Severe Fire Season Expected 

• A heat dome is forecast to hit Western states soon, worsening conditions. 

• Officials warn residents to brace for an unusually early and intense fire season. 

• Snow normally keeps soils moist; without it, vegetation dries out and becomes 

fuel. 

         3. Communities Already Feeling the Impact 

• Recent 90 mph winds near Boulder caused power shutoffs and red-flag warnings. 

• Most wildfires are human-caused, heightening anxiety during dry, windy periods. 

• A 2024 fire and a recent Nederland shopping complex fire have locals on edge. 

  4. Water Supply Threatened 

• Western states rely on snowmelt for up to 80% of their water. 

• Low snowpack jeopardizes municipal water, private wells, and ski resort 

operations. 

• Eldora Mountain’s snowmaking systems could even be repurposed for firefighting. 

               5. Economic Strain on Ski Towns 

• Businesses dependent on winter recreation are losing revenue. 

• Nederland is considering buying Eldora Mountain to stabilize its local economy. 

   6. Wildland–Urban Interface Heightens Risk 

• Ski towns sit where wilderness meets development—areas highly vulnerable to 

fire. 

• Limited evacuation routes add to community concern. 

   7. Local Mitigation Efforts Are Underway 

• Towns are thinning forests and creating defensible space. 

• Residents like Kayla Evans are cutting fire breaks and managing vegetation. 

• Research shows selective thinning can boost snowpack by up to 30% and reduce 

fire risk. 

      8. A Late Snowfall Didn’t Change the Outlook 

• A March storm briefly brought over a foot of snow, but warm temperatures melted 

it quickly. 

• Experts say it was “a drop in the bucket” and won’t reverse the drought. 

 


