Al Summary - Democrats Hammer Trump on Energy Affordability (NY Times)

E 1. Democrats escalate attacks on Trump over high energy costs
o As the U.S.-Iran war enters its third week, oil and gas prices remain elevated.
o Democrats argue Trump’s policies—not just the war—are driving up energy costs.
2. New Senate report accuses Trump of undermining clean energy

o Senate Democrats claim the administration canceled hundreds of clean energy
projects even before the conflict with Iran.

« They say Trump’s "One Big Beautiful Bill Act” eliminated federal subsidies for wind,
solar, battery storage, and more.

o According to the report, 354 clean energy projects have been delayed, blocked,
or forced to lay off workers.

3. Republicans push back

« The White House calls the report “rich,” accusing Democrats of previously shutting
down reliable energy sources.

 They argue Biden-era climate policies caused electricity prices to rise and that
Trump is “fixing the energy crisis.”

< 4. Cost of living becomes the central political battleground

« Democrats are trying to tie energy affordability directly to Trump’s fossil-fuel-
focused policies.

» Strategists note the Iran war makes it easier for Democrats to connect high prices
to Republican leadership.

« Gas prices have risen to $3.79 per gallon.
i 5. Messaging advantage may be shifting

o Analysts say Democrats are now talking about energy affordability more than
Republicans, reversing last year’s pattern.

o The Iran conflict has given Democrats a unifying theme for the midterm elections.
6. But Democrats still need a broader economic plan

« Some Republican strategists argue Democrats can criticize Trump but haven't yet
articulated a comprehensive affordability strategy.

« Without a clear plan beyond restoring subsidies, analysts say Democrats remain
vulnerable.



