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   1. Scientists Are Debating Whether Climate Change Is Accelerating 

• A new study claims the rate of global warming has nearly doubled in the last 

decade. 

• Some researchers agree; others argue the data isn’t statistically conclusive. 

• Michael Mann and others attribute recent spikes partly to El Niño, not a long-term 

acceleration. 

         2. Extreme Weather Is Intensifying Faster Than Expected 

• Heat waves, storms, blizzards, and temperature anomalies are becoming more 

frequent and more severe. 

• Scientists say many impacts are exceeding model predictions, including 

hurricane intensity and ice sheet instability. 

• “Things are getting really outside of what humans have ever seen,” notes 

Friederike Otto. 

        3. Oceans Are Warming at a Rapid, Alarming Rate 

• Oceans absorb 90%+ of excess heat, and their warming rate has roughly 

doubled in two decades. 

• Marine heat waves now affect over half the global ocean annually. 

• Coral bleaching is widespread and ongoing across multiple ocean basins. 

         4. Glaciers and Polar Ice Are Melting at Accelerating Rates 

• The Thwaites Glacier in Antarctica is melting rapidly; its collapse could raise sea 

levels by two feet. 

• Antarctic sea ice has hit record lows four years in a row. 

• Glaciers worldwide are shrinking; the European Alps lost ~10% of remaining 

volume in two years. 

   5. Sea Levels Are Rising Faster 

• The global rate of sea level rise has more than doubled since satellite 

measurements began in 1993. 

• Coastal cities like Miami and Jakarta face increasing long-term risk. 

   6. Earth’s Systems Are Showing Signs of Reduced Resilience 

• Natural systems that once buffered warming—oceans, forests, soils—are 

becoming less effective at absorbing carbon. 

• Scientists warn this could lead to self-reinforcing warming and reduced 

planetary stability. 

              7. Human Activity Remains the Primary Driver 

• Since the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, humanity has emitted more greenhouse gases 

than in all prior history combined. 

• 2024 was the hottest year ever recorded, and the last decade contains all ten 

of the warmest years. 

 


