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A Judge Blocks a Massive ABC, CBS, FOX, & NBC Merger After
a DIRECTV Lawsuit

By Luke Bouma on March 28, 2026 in All News, News
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A federal judge has stepped in to temporarily block the proposed combination of two major broadcasting
companies, Nexstar Media Group and Tegna, delivering an unexpected setback to a deal that would have
reshaped the local television landscape across the United States. The ruling came late on March 27, 2026,
when U.S. District Judge Troy Nunley issued a temporary restraining order that prevents the companies
from integrating their operations for at least two weeks. This move follows aggressive legal challenges
from pay-television giant DirecTV and several state attorneys general who argue the transaction poses
serious risks to competition in the media industry.

The $6.2 billion merger, which was approved by both the Federal Communications Commission and the
Department of Justice just days earlier, had already been declared complete by Nexstar executives. The
combined entity would have controlled nearly 260 television stations reaching a vast portion of American
households, creating one of the largest local broadcasting networks in the country. Proponents of the
deal had emphasized the need for such scale in an era when traditional advertising revenue for local
stations has been steadily shifting toward dominant technology platforms. They contended that greater
resources would allow for enhanced investment in original local journalism, community programming,
and technological upgrades to keep pace with changing viewer habits.
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However, DirecTV moved swiftly to challenge the transaction in court, filing its antitrust lawsuit less
than 24 hours before Nexstar announced the closing. The satellite and streaming provider maintains
that the merger would concentrate too much power in the hands of a single broadcaster, enabling it to
demand significantly higher fees for carrying local channels on cable and satellite systems. Those
increased costs, according to the complaint, would ultimately be passed along to millions of consumers in
the form of higher monthly bills. A coalition of state officials, including those from California and New
York, joined the effort to derail the agreement, citing concerns over reduced competition in regional
media markets and potential harm to smaller cable operators and viewers alike.
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Under the terms of the restraining order, Tegna must continue operating as a fully independent business
unit with its own management team. The company is required to maintain its pre-merger practices,
preserve its economic viability, and function as an active competitor in the marketplace. Judge Nunley
determined that allowing the integration to proceed would cause irreparable damage to DirecTV and
outweigh any immediate advantages for Nexstar. A hearing on whether to extend the pause through a
preliminary injunction has been scheduled for April 7, giving both sides an opportunity to present fuller
arguments.

The court action adds another layer of uncertainty to an already complex regulatory journey. Even before
the approvals from federal agencies, the deal had drawn public support from President Donald Trump,
who endorsed the transaction last month as a way to strengthen American media companies against
international and digital rivals. His appointee as FCC chairman, Brendan Carr, had signaled alignment with
that view shortly afterward. Yet parallel legal challenges remain active in a federal appeals court in
Washington, D.C., where Newsmax, DirecTV, and various state-level broadband and cable associations are
contesting the FCC’s decision to greenlight the merger.

Industry observers note that the broadcasting sector has undergone profound changes over the past
decade. Consolidation has become a common strategy as companies grapple with cord-cutting,
streaming competition, and declining linear television audiences. Nexstar and Tegna together would have
reached more households than any other single broadcast group, potentially influencing everything from
local news coverage in small and mid-sized markets to national advertising negotiations. Critics worry that
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such dominance could stifle innovation and limit choices for both viewers and advertisers, while
supporters highlight the financial pressures facing standalone stations that must now compete with well-
funded digital giants for every advertising dollar.

The temporary restraining order arrives at a pivotal moment for local media. Many stations have already
reduced staff and scaled back non-essential programming to cut costs, and the promised benefits of the
merger—such as expanded newsrooms and improved digital delivery—had been positioned as a lifeline
for sustaining quality journalism at the community level. If the deal ultimately collapses, both companies
could face significant financial and strategic consequences, including the need to reassess long-term
growth plans in a fragmented market. Conversely, if regulators and the courts ultimately allow the
transaction to move forward, it could accelerate a wave of similar consolidations across the industry.

As the April 7 hearing approaches, all eyes will be on how the judge weighs the competing interests of
consumer protection, market competition, and the evolving economics of local broadcasting. The
outcome could set a precedent for future media mergers in an environment where traditional boundaries
between television, cable, and digital platforms continue to blur. For now, the pause ensures that Tegna
remains a standalone player, buying time for a more thorough examination of the antitrust claims at the
heart of the dispute. The coming weeks promise intense legal maneuvering as the parties prepare to
argue their cases in greater depth, with the future structure of American local television hanging in the
balance. This development underscores the tension between corporate ambitions for scale and the public
interest in preserving a diverse and competitive media ecosystem.

Please add Cord Cutters News as a source for your Google News feed HERE. Please follow us
on Facebook and X for more news, tips, and reviews. Need cord cutting tech support? Join our Cord
Cutting Tech Support Facebook Group for help.
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Bid Flux ✓

Reply

−
3 days ago

The FCC ignored a statutory 39% cap and the IEEPA decision from the Supreme Court

limiting agency “discretion” if it is not provided in statute. This is what the DC court is

deciding.

6 0

Steve Cooper

Reply

−
9 hours ago

Um... This is all about Nexstar and Tegna.

The major networks are NOT merging.

I get it that some folks would avoid an article about companies they don't know about,

but come on. A little honesty goes a long ways.

3 0

KJ

Reply

−
2 days ago

I'm surprised only Directv sued. It was in everyone's best interest that this merger never

happens. Where is Youtube TV, Hulu, Fubo and even legacy cable systems? They should

have all banded together.

3 0

Margie T −
2 days ago

No big conglomerate should own these channels. What they're showing now isn't worth

watching since all the shows are being cancelled But I think this buy has something to

do with it. What are kids going to watch with the family? Not many. Not that many go

outside anymore but that'll happen if their parents can't afford a game box for them, so

many more will be outside at night doing who knows what. Don't remember the soap

opera but now it comes on after six. You kidding me? The shows that should be

removed are the news stations that lie, are politically one sided and read off a cue card.
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Margie T

Reply

−
2 days ago

Before you vote all party lines know wtf you're voting for. Wish I could say I'm wrong but

because they're not doing their jobs correctly Washington is how it is bc of people like

that.. The Justices DJT got in doesn't seem to go like he thought it would. Tons of

people vote straight party lines yet know nothing about who they voted for. That's the

number one reason our government is like it is. I vote for who will be best for me. How

did they do in lower offices ( mayor, governor, etc.? Many have no clue. I have to vote

party line in the preliminaries and anyone in office that hasn't done anything for us

doesn't get my vote. I vote for someone else. The other party? If the candidate is

better,yes. But there should be term limits imo. House and Senate also FOR SURE. One

overweight male (Clarence Thomson) justice should be fired. If for any reason his wife.

Don't they have a moral clause? And how can you/we/us fire a SCJ anyway? And yet the

House just voted against them withholding getting paid right now like so many who so

many are working with no pay. Those that voted to get paid right now? No vote from me.

At the end of the day everyone will get their pay but now their credit is shot because they

couldn't pay their bills and lost their apt. or house. Washington aholes have enough

money to wait. VOTE THEM OUT. We have five or six parties, did you know that, 80% I

doubt it. And many sound great yet the news never talks about them.
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Mike P Hall

Reply

−
3 days ago

This will likely end up in the supreme court and end up with the merger being approved.

3 3

Leon Field

Reply

−>Mike P Hall

3 days ago

I certaiinly hope not, as it would be like any communistic country to have only

one voice, and it would only be propaganda from government controll. It has

already happened with cutting funds for Voice of America.

13 4

Tom

Reply

−> Leon Field

3 days ago

The states will hopefully sue and block it like the Kroger-Albertsons

merger

2 1

Paul Dalrymple

Reply

−> Tom

3 days ago

Eight states have already sued
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Tom −> Paul Dalrymple
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Glad to hear it.
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kinthenorthwest

Reply

−>Mike P Hall

32 minutes ago

All i know is that there are far to many mergers making far too many

monopolies in America now

0 0

Go Bananas

Reply

−
2 days ago edited

Someone obviously failed to pay a big enough bribe to the orange one. Elect a pedophile

rapist expect your choldren to get f...ed. Honk if you're not in the tRump-Epstein files.

4 8

William J. Cochran

Reply

−> Go Bananas

11 hours ago

You forgot "the orange one's "34 fraud felony convictions

2 2

Bill Hyde

✎ Reply

−
5 hours ago

DJT has been pretty clear that he views this merger as necessary to move the media in

this country away from what he refers to as "fake news". My own view is that this merger

when combined with the Paramount acquisitions moves a large segment of US media to

lean toward a single political viewpoint instead of maintaining a variety of viewpoints in

the media. I would rather see a diversity of viewpoints that provides some checks for

inaccurate, misleading, and non-factual presentations.
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Paul

Reply

−> Bill Hyde

2 hours ago

Exactly. 47 just wants to do all he can to eliminate those who disagree with his

policies and remove that "fake news" (anything that opposes his

views/policies)
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Hrunga Zmuda

Reply
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Your pop-up ads are too much. I'm not coming back.
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Paul

Reply

−> Hrunga Zmuda

a day ago

Switch to a browser that has more privacy like Firefox or Brave. There are other

options also to stop the ads
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Hrunga Zmuda

Reply

−> Paul

a day ago

Sure. Blame me for your monetizing violating people's privacy.

0 6

Paul

Reply

−> Hrunga Zmuda

7 hours ago

Many of the browsers that have better security and privacy

are free
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streaming_sooner

Reply

−> Hrunga Zmuda

20 hours ago

A) no one is "blaming" you, so you can stop acting like a

baby

B) apparently, you're more comfortable just whining than

doing a simple workaround.
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Hrunga Zmuda

Reply

−> streaming_sooner

18 hours ago

Are you 13? Changing my choice of browser won’t make a

difference. It’s perfectly secure as any other browser. Such

web pages are a blight on the Internet. Amazing how some

will defend such trash.
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9 hours ago

@Hrunga Zmuda

We're hearing a lot of uninformed noise from you. If you

want to leave, fine. You don't have to make any

announcements.

Be sure to let the screen door hit you in the ass on your way

out.
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Scott

Reply
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5 hours ago

Steve,

Can I phrase your last statement with more of a profound

effect. I quote from the television show the Jeffersons.

George Jefferson said in one episode “ Don’t let the door hit

you where the good lord split you.”
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Disclaimer: To address the growing use of ad blockers we now use affiliate links to sites like
http://Amazon.com, streaming services, and others. Affiliate links help sites like Cord Cutters News,
stay open. Affiliate links cost you nothing but help me support my family. We do not allow paid
reviews on this site. As an Amazon Associate I earn from qualifying purchases.
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g

Well, guess what? I use Firefox browser with the uBlock

Origin extension ad-blocker, on my phone and on my

computer. Not one ad, ever. On this or any other site.

Maybe instead of thinking you know everything, you might

take someone like @Paul 's advice above and educate

yourself, kid.
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kinthenorthwest
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−> Hrunga Zmuda

34 minutes ago

I don't have pop-up ads & i used Firefox!!
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Scott
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−> Hrunga Zmuda

5 hours ago

See ya!!!
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