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& Bird Populations Are Continuing to Decline
o« The 2025 report shows widespread declines across nearly all U.S. habitats,
both mainland and marine.
« 229 species now require urgent conservation action.
« 112 “Tipping Point” species have lost more than half their populations in 50
years.
o« 42 species are in “red-alert” status with perilously low numbers (e.g., Allen’s
Hummingbird, Tricolored Blackbird, Saltmarsh Sparrow).
. Even Historically Stable Groups Are Falling
o Waterfowl—previously a bright spot—are now trending downward.
o Declines reflect habitat loss, environmental degradation, and extreme
weather.
@ Declines Signal Broader Environmental Stress
» Scientists emphasize that if conditions are not healthy for birds, they’re not
healthy for people either.
« Bird declines mirror worsening environmental pressures affecting all wildlife.
i Birding Has Major Economic Impact
 Nearly 100 million Americans participate in birding.
» Bird-related recreation generates $279 billion in economic output and supports
1.4 million jobs.
o The report highlights birding’s role in local economies and community
well-being.
@ Birds Benefit Human Mental Health
o Encounters with birds are linked to reduced stress, anxiety, and depressive
symptoms.
o The report frames bird conservation as beneficial for public health as well as
ecosystems.
4 Conservation Works — When Funded
o Successful examples include:
o Wetland restoration
o Conservation ranching
o Forest renewal
o Seabird translocation
o Experts stress that science-based planning + collaborative investment can
reverse declines.
Call for Stronger Policy and Funding
o Conservation leaders argue that:
o The science is clear on how to reverse declines.
o Federal leadership and funding must match the scale of the crisis.
o Acting now prevents species from reaching endangered status, which is
costlier to fix later.
Birds Unite People
e The report emphasizes that bird conservation is non-partisan and widely
supported.
« Birds connect people across communities, economies, and the hemisphere.



