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    Nexstar’s New National-News Strategy 

• Nexstar, the largest local-station owner in the U.S., is directing its ABC, CBS, FOX, 
and NBC affiliates to stop using national news segments from the major 

networks (ABC/NBC/CBS). 
• Those national segments will be replaced with content from NewsNation, 

Nexstar’s own cable news channel. 

    What’s Changing on Local Newscasts 

• Popular network shows (e.g., Today, NBC Nightly News) will still air, but the short 

national packages used to fill local newscasts will now come from NewsNation. 
• Nexstar ended its previous content-sharing agreement with NBC. 

• The goal is to centralize national news sourcing across Nexstar’s 200+ stations 
while keeping local reporting intact. 

       Nexstar’s Strategic Goals 

• Strengthen NewsNation by making it the default national news provider for 
hundreds of local stations. 

• Create more consistency in national coverage across markets. 

• Reduce reliance on third-party wire services and network feeds. 

    Industry Context 

• Local TV news has been under financial pressure for years: shrinking ad revenue, 

digital competition, and rising production costs. 
• Centralizing national content is framed as an efficiency move that could free up 

local stations to focus more on community reporting. 

    Regulatory & Merger Backdrop 

• Nexstar recently received approvals for its multibillion-dollar acquisition of Tegna, 

but the deal is under legal challenge. 
• A federal judge extended a restraining order after antitrust lawsuits from DirecTV 

and eight states. 
• Critics argue the combined company could hold too much influence over local 

news and reduce viewpoint diversity. 

          What Viewers Might Notice 

• Gradual rollout; timelines vary by market. 

• Subtle changes at first: different graphics, different national story selection, new 

anchors/voices for national segments. 
• Over time, the shift could reshape how communities receive national news 

through their local stations. 

         Bigger Picture 

• The move highlights tension between corporate efficiency and the traditional 

public-service role of local broadcasting. 
• With Nexstar’s massive reach, the change will influence how millions of households 

get national news. 
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       What This Means for Viewers in Colorado (Frisco, Summit County, Denver 

DMA) 
1. Your local newscasts will feel slightly different 

• Stations like: 
• FOX31 (KDVR) 

• Channel 2 (KWGN) 
• CBS4 (KCNC) 

• Denver7 (KMGH) 
• — if Nexstar-owned or Nexstar-managed in your DMA — will start using 

NewsNation-produced national segments instead of the usual ABC/NBC/CBS 
packages. 

• You’ll notice: 
• Different voices narrating national stories 

• Different story selection (e.g., more politics, fewer lifestyle/feature pieces) 

• Different graphics and pacing 
2. Colorado-specific issues may get more local airtime 

• Because national filler is now centralized, local stations may have more bandwidth 
for: 

• Wildfire risk and mitigation 
• Water rights and drought coverage 

• I-70 closures and transportation issues 
• Housing affordability and short-term rental policy 

• Ski industry economics and climate impacts 
• This could actually be a net positive for hyperlocal coverage. 

3. National framing of Western issues may shift 
• NewsNation tends to emphasize: 

• National politics 
• Crime and public safety 

• “Down-the-middle” branding 

• Less feature-oriented storytelling 
• So stories about: 

• Western drought 
• Federal land management 

• Wildfire policy 
• Outdoor recreation economy 

• …may be framed differently than ABC/NBC/CBS would. 
4. If the Tegna merger eventually goes through 

• Colorado could see: 
• Even more centralized content 

• Fewer independent editorial voices 
• Larger corporate influence over statewide news flow 

• This is exactly what regulators are watching. 

       Bottom Line for Colorado Viewers 

• You’ll still get your local anchors, weather, and sports. But the national layer 

inside your local newscast will now come from one source — NewsNation 

— not the big three networks. Over time, that will subtly shape how national 
stories are told in Colorado. 


