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U.S. Chip Controls Have Failed 

• China bypasses U.S. restrictions by renting foreign data-center capacity 

and masking model origins 

• Chinese developers train models on offshore chips and avoid dependence 

on U.S. engineering support 

• China now produces strong A.I. models despite export controls 

China Is Catching Up Through Fast-Follower Advantages 

• Chinese labs rapidly distill and replicate capabilities of new U.S. frontier 

models 

• Stacking lower-end chips compensates for lack of cutting-edge hardware 

• The long-predicted “intelligence explosion” has begun, but leadership 

depends on deployment, not model quality alone 

Deployment Is Where China Leads 

• China embeds A.I. widely in industrial systems: trains, mining, pollution 

monitoring 

• Sanctioned firms like Huawei and Hikvision deploy advanced A.I. at scale 

• Autonomous vehicles and other applications appear more mature in China 

than in the U.S. 

Costs of the U.S. Strategy 

• Prioritizing slowing China diverted attention from global A.I. safety risks 

• Export controls have not meaningfully constrained China’s progress 

• Continuing the strategy may worsen geopolitical tension without 

achieving its goals 

A Missed Opportunity for A.I. Safety Cooperation 

• Author argues the U.S. should pursue an A.I. nonproliferation pact similar 

to the 1968 nuclear treaty 

• Chinese tech leaders express concern about open-source frontier models 

and misuse risks 

• The OpenClaw incident shows Chinese elites’ rising alarm about 

uncontrolled A.I. agents 

Why Cooperation Might Still Be Possible 

• China’s instinct is to race because the U.S. is racing; a détente could 

change incentives 

• Historical precedent: the U.S. shifted from confrontation to cooperation 

during the Cold War 

• Scrapping chip controls in exchange for joint A.I. safeguards could open a 

path to global limits on dangerous A.I. 

 


