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Judge blocks Trump administration actions that slowed renewable energy 

projects 

• Policies had created widespread delays in wind and solar permitting. 

• Injunction stops Interior from enforcing those restrictions during the lawsuit. 

Developers argued the administration unlawfully discriminated against 

renewables 

• Claimed new Interior and Army Corps rules imposed burdens not applied to fossil 

fuels. 

• Said added reviews and restrictions made routine permitting unworkable. 

Judge Casper said developers were likely to win on the merits 

• Found the policy shifts were a major, unjustified break from long-standing 

practice. 

• Determined the actions likely violated the Administrative Procedure Act. 

Key restrictions halted by the injunction 

• Extra review layers routed through Secretary Burgum’s office. 

• Army Corps “energy density” criterion that advantaged fossil fuels. 

• Blocked access to the IPaC wildlife-impact database needed for permit filings. 

Permitting slowdowns had stalled projects nationwide 

• Multiple wind and solar projects lost momentum or grid-connection slots due to 

delays. 

• Illinois wind project cited as losing its queue position after long wildlife and water 

reviews. 

The ruling adds to a series of legal setbacks for the administration 

• Follows earlier court decisions rejecting attempts to halt offshore wind 

development. 

• Continues pattern of courts finding procedural overreach in renewable-related 

actions. 

Some barriers remain outside the scope of this lawsuit 

• Defense Department radar-interference reviews still unresolved for many wind 

projects. 

• These issues were not addressed by the injunction. 

 


