
AI Summary - “Ukraine Has Picked Up the Torch America Dropped” – NY Times 

Ukraine’s Transformation Into a Major Independent Power 

• Ukraine has fought Russia to a stalemate and reshaped modern land warfare. 

• It now functions as a key security partner in the Western alliance, including in operations against 

Iran. 

• Ukraine is increasingly acting independently—signing defense deals and even supplying military 

assistance to other nations. 

• Its land forces are now the largest and most battle-hardened in the Western world, with unmatched 

experience in drone warfare. 

Europe’s Rapid Shift Away From U.S. Dependence 

• France is expanding its nuclear arsenal and revising doctrine to allow nuclear-armed aircraft 

deployments abroad. 

• Germany plans up to €1 trillion in defense and infrastructure spending and aims to build Europe’s 

strongest military by 2039. 

• Canada is boosting defense spending while reducing purchases of U.S. weapons. 

• NATO procurement is moving away from American systems (e.g., replacing U.S. early-warning 

aircraft with Swedish/Canadian designs). 

• Ukraine is negotiating major fighter purchases from Sweden and France. 

Allied Distrust Triggered by U.S. Actions 

• Denmark reportedly prepared to destroy airfields in Greenland if the U.S. attempted an invasion—

an indicator of deep mistrust. 

• Zelensky has proposed a new European-led defense alliance if the U.S. continues stepping back. 

• The distinction is growing between allies contributing more to NATO vs. allies preparing to replace 

American leadership. 

Consequences of Trump’s Foreign-Policy Approach 

• Threatening to invade an ally undermines the alliance’s foundation and risks turning partners into 

adversaries. 

• Launching the war against Iran without consulting European allies cost the U.S. access to their 

advanced military assets. 

• Breaking trust forces the U.S. to spend more to maintain deterrence; Trump has requested a ~$1.5 

trillion defense budget (≈40% increase). 

• European and allied governments are also seeking financial independence from the U.S., with 

China positioned to benefit from the rift. 

Two “Hinge Points” Reshaping the Global Order 

• Feb. 25, 2022: Zelensky’s “We are here” video convinced Ukrainians to stand and fight, altering 

global geopolitics. 

• Nov. 5, 2024: Trump’s re-election signaled to Europe that the U.S. political system itself is 

unreliable as an ally. 

Long-Term Impact on Alliances 

• Europeans now fear they are always one U.S. election away from abandonment. 

• Potential successors like JD Vance reinforce concerns that skepticism toward alliances is not limited 

to one leader. 

• As America steps back, others inevitably step forward—reshaping leadership of the free world. 

The Article’s Core Claim 

• The moral and strategic center of defending liberal democracy has shifted away from Washington. 

• According to the author, Kyiv now carries the torch the U.S. dropped, led by Zelensky and a 

society that refused to surrender. 

 


