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Forest Service Research Labs Being Shut Down
o 57 Forest Service research stations in 31 states are scheduled to close in the coming
months.
e The Wenatchee, WA lab—studying climate-driven ecological changes and wildfire risk—is
among those closing.
e Closures occur as the West faces record-low snowpack, drought, and heightened wildfire
danger.
Administration’s Budget and Reorganization Plans
e President Trump proposes eliminating the Forest Service’s entire $309M research and
development budget and cutting all 1,215 scientific positions.
e Overall Forest Service staffing would drop from 30,000 to 12,000.
e Forest Service chief Tom Schultz argues science will continue through universities, states,
and private groups.
e Reorganization consolidates nine regional research offices into one in Fort Collins, CO,
and moves headquarters to Salt Lake City.
Criticism From Scientists, Lawmakers, and Industry
o Critics say closures will undermine science-based decision-making during escalating
wildfire threats.
e 36 Democratic senators and major outdoor companies (e.g., Patagonia, REI) oppose the
plan.
e Washington senators warn closures will leave the state less prepared for future wildfires.
e Some lawmakers argue the agency cannot relocate offices without congressional approval.
Impact on Washington State Research Capacity
e« Wenatchee lab’s six scientists, support staff, and seasonal workers must relocate
equipment, archives, and samples.
e Seattle’s lab will also close, leaving only one remaining Forest Service research facility in
Olympia.
e Washington State lost 18% of its Forest Service staff in early 2025 due to layoffs and
early retirements.
Why the Research Matters
e Long-term Forest Service studies track snowpack, water quality, forest health, and wildfire
behavior—data not easily replaced by short-term academic grants.
e Wenatchee researchers developed influential models showing forests are healthier when
allowed to burn more than once.
e These models now guide fire-management decisions in the Pacific Northwest and Canada.
Broader Pattern of Federal Science Cuts
e Proposed cuts mirror reductions at NOAA, NASA, NIH, and NSF.
e Scientists warn that losing Forest Service research capacity will hinder adaptive
management as climate change accelerates.
Consequences for Wildfire Preparedness and Forest Health
e Loss of local, long-term ecological data may lead to shortsighted decisions about thinning,
prescribed burns, and habitat protection.
e Fire-risk modeling used by insurers, utilities, and governments depends on Forest Service
data and tools.
e Additional closures affect labs studying pests, disease-resistant seeds, and smoke impacts
across multiple states.



