AI Summary - US lags on pandemic preparedness after Covid (Guardian)

US Pandemic Preparedness Has Eroded
o Experts warn the US is not ready for the next major outbreak despite lessons
from Covid.
o Workforce losses, weakened systems, and reduced funding have left public health
infrastructure diminished.
High Probability of Another Major Pandemic
» Scientific models estimate a 50/50 chance of another pandemic as severe as
Covid within 25 years.
o Former officials emphasize that emerging pathogens will continue to appear.
Misinformation as a Central Threat
» Social media accelerates misinformation far faster than scientific communication.
« Fauci argues you cannot fight misinformation with data alone—
communication must be faster, clearer, and more relatable.
“Pre-bunking” myths before they spread is essential.
Communicating Uncertainty Better
« Oversimplified messaging during Covid damaged trust.
» Experts say the public can handle uncertainty if it's communicated honestly.
Scientific Advances at Risk
« mMRNA vaccines were a historic achievement, enabled by decades of research.
o Funding cuts and misinformation now threaten continued progress.
« Covid vaccines’ rapid development and adaptability “saved us,” Fauci notes.
Global Vaccine Equity Failures
« The US undermined its own global vaccination efforts through poor planning and
lack of supplies.
« Delays caused deep, lasting damage to international trust and alliances.
« Even with mpox vaccines available in 2024, distribution still faltered.
Testing and Early Response Gaps
« The US lagged badly in early Covid testing compared with countries like South
Korea.
» Resistance to alternative testing approaches worsened the crisis.
Retreat from International Cooperation
o« The US move to leave the WHO alarms experts; WHO is described as “essential.”
« States are increasingly forming their own health alliances as federal leadership
recedes.
Core Principles of Preparedness Remain Unchanged
o Detect threats early, contain them quickly, protect hospitals, and keep people
alive.
« These fundamentals are unchanged but under-resourced.
Public Trust and Political Division
o Experts fear public resistance to future health measures due to polarization and
misinformation.
« Still, most families want to protect loved ones—an opening for rebuilding trust.
Personal Loss Underscores the Stakes
« Nina Schwalbe recounts losing her father in early 2020 amid system collapse.
« Her experience reinforces the need to invest in public health before the next
crisis.



