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The Civic-Education Rebound
e U.S. civic knowledge hit a low around 2016 but has sharply improved since.
e By 2025, 7 in 10 Americans could name the three branches of government (up from 1 in 4
a decade earlier).
e Civic education is now reshaping national life beneath the surface of polarized politics.
Why Civics Matters
e The movement teaches reflective patriotism, civil disagreement, how government
works, and how individuals can participate.
e« The author’s early teaching experience with the Declaration of Independence revealed
how powerful foundational texts can be for adult learners.
How the Modern Civics Movement Grew
e Early civic-education work was fragmented and small-scale.
e The founding of CivXNow (2018) and Educating for American Democracy (2019)
created national coordination.
e Demand from educators showed a widespread hunger for renewed civic learning.
Overcoming Polarization Among Adults
e Adult polarization was the biggest barrier: disagreement over what to teach meant
students often learned nothing.
e The coalition modeled the very civic skills it wanted to teach—debating, compromising,
and finding shared values.
Three Major Compromises Reached
o “Constitutional democracy” as a shared term bridging “democracy” vs. “republic.”
o "“Reflective patriotism” as a middle ground between patriotism and solidarity.
o Pluralism as an alternative to both identity-politics framing and colorblind assimilation.
Civics as a Practice, Not Just Content
e Effective civics teaches students to build relationships across differences and work toward
solutions, not to memorize “nonpolarizing answers.”
o Civic friendship and civil disagreement are essential democratic skills.
External Forces Reinforcing Civic Learning
e Recent presidencies provided real-world lessons in constitutional powers, guardrails, and
democratic processes.
Policy Momentum Across the States
e As of 2025:
o 26 states adopted 42 CivXNow-aligned policies.
o 36 states + D.C. require civics for graduation.
o 16 states fund K-12 civics directly.
o 44 states + D.C. offer civics-related professional development.
e New laws in Connecticut and Alaska (2026) show bipartisan momentum.
Signs of a Civic Knowledge Recovery
e Americans’ understanding of First Amendment freedoms is rising.
e Students are enjoying civics again, and lessons are reinforcing pluralism and reflective
patriotism beyond the classroom.
Outlook
e The author is optimistic: the next generation is learning the habits of constitutional
democracy, and the future shaped by these students will be brighter.



