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Justice Department Opens Criminal Inquiry Into E. Jean Carroll

o DOJ has launched a criminal investigation into whether E. Jean Carroll committed
perjury in her civil lawsuits against Donald Trump.

o Carroll, age 82, previously won two major civil cases against Trump: a $5 million
sexual-abuse/defamation judgment and an $83.3 million defamation judgment.

Who Is Running the Investigation

« Andrew S. Boutros, U.S. attorney for the Northern District of Illinois and a Trump
appointee, is overseeing the inquiry.

» Acting Attorney General Todd Blanche has recused himself due to prior
representation of Trump, though DOJ headquarters officials remain involved.

Political and Institutional Context

o The investigation unfolds as the DOJ appears increasingly aligned with Trump’s
retributive agenda against critics and adversaries.

« Blanche has pursued several cases targeting individuals Trump has publicly
attacked, including a recent misdemeanor case against former FBI Director James
Comey.

Disputes Over Carroll’s Credibility

o Trump’s lawyers previously accused Carroll of hiding financial support from
LinkedIn co-founder Reid Hoffman, a Trump critic.

o Carroll's legal team argued Hoffman’s support was irrelevant and that she had no
role in securing it.

Background on Carroll’s Civil Victories

o A 2023 federal jury found Trump liable for sexually abusing Carroll in the 1990s
and for defaming her.

« The $5 million verdict was upheld on appeal in late 2024.

« A separate 2024 jury awarded Carroll $83.3 million, including $65 million in
punitive damages, citing Trump’s ongoing attacks.

o Trump is appealing the judgments to the Supreme Court and has not paid the
awards.

Use of Handpicked Prosecutors

o DOJ leadership has increasingly reassigned sensitive cases to prosecutors seen as
more willing to pursue Trump-aligned priorities, regardless of geographic
jurisdiction.

« Example: the investigation of former CIA Director John Brennan was assigned to
the U.S. attorney in Miami for this reason.

Recent Criticism of Boutros’s Office

» Boutros recently dismissed misdemeanor charges against immigration-facility
protesters due to potential prosecutorial misconduct.

« Defense lawyers alleged improper conversations between prosecutors and
individual grand jurors.



