
AI Summary - Democrats oppose Trump administration plan to dismantle 

deep-ocean monitoring system (NY Times) 

• Administration moving to shut down a $368M ocean observation network installed 

in 2016. 

• Officials claim the shutdown will save $48M annually in operating costs. 

• Removing 900+ seafloor instruments will take ~15 months; NSF won’t say how 

much removal will cost. 

• System was designed for 25 years of operation—ending it now erases more than a 

decade of future climate and ecosystem data. 

Lawmakers accuse administration of undermining climate science 

• Democrats argue the move wastes taxpayer investment and harms coastal 

communities reliant on current and fisheries data. 

• Sen. Chris Van Hollen calls the decision shortsighted and vows to fight it. 

• Sen. Ed Markey labels it part of a broader “war on science,” noting Congress has 

repeatedly restored funding after attempted cuts. 

Broader pattern of climate-science rollbacks 

• Trump administration previously sought 80% cuts to the program in 2025 and 

2026. 

• Move aligns with Project 2025, which criticizes federal climate research. 

• Administration has also attempted to dismantle NCAR and NOAA’s climate research 

division; courts and Congress have blocked some efforts. 

Scientists and advocates warn of long-term damage 

• Ocean Conservancy calls abandoning the system “myopic,” emphasizing the loss of 

a state-of-the-art, fully paid-for scientific asset. 

• Ending the system would reduce the nation’s ability to monitor climate change, 

ocean currents, and impacts on fisheries and weather. 

NSF defends the decision 

• NSF says it is not canceling the broader Ocean Observatories Initiative. 

• Agency frames the removal as part of a strategy to “prioritize evolving scientific 

priorities and emerging technologies.” 

 


