Al Summary - When Bees Attack: Tips for Surviving an Earlier Swarm Season -
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yw Earlier, More Frequent Swarms
o Africanized honey bees are swarming about 17 days earlier this year across 56
U.S. regions.
« Warmer, shorter winters accelerate swarm timing and increase roaming behavior.
o Earlier swarms raise the odds of human encounters on urban structures (meters,
balconies, fixtures).

y Why Africanized Bees Are a Problem
o Hybrid African-European bees, dominant in the southern U.S. since the 1990s.
o Highly defensive: respond aggressively to disturbance and release pheromones
that recruit more bees.
o Innocent triggers—hikers, lawn mowers, dogs, scents—can provoke mass stinging.

& If Attacked: Run and Seek Shelter
o First priority: get into a shelter or vehicle, even if bees enter with you.
« Standing still or swatting worsens the attack.
« Bees target eyes, ears, nose, mouth; a head net can help if far from shelter.
o Africanized bees may pursue up to 200 yards.

Water Won’'t Protect You

« Jumping into a pool is dangerous: bees wait above the surface and sting when you
come up for air.

« Bees may rest on the water and resume attacking.

" Example of a Severe Attack
o In Lake Havasu, a woman and her dogs were swarmed; both dogs died despite
rescue efforts.
« Bees covered the pool surface; water offered no protection.
« A large hive was later found under a fountain.

?» After Being Stung
o Cover your face immediately to protect airways.
o Severe allergic reactions can be fatal; airway swelling is the greatest danger.
« Stingers should be scraped, not plucked, to avoid injecting more venom.
o Benadryl or epinephrine can help, but medical care is essential.
« Thousands of stings can cause shock, organ damage, or require dialysis, though
most people recover.



