
AI Summary - Another Trump Administration Payment to Stop Offshore Wind 

Farm (NYT) 

Trump administration action 

• Paid Duke Energy $129 million to abandon its offshore wind project in Carolina 

Long Bay, 15–22 miles off North Carolina. 

• This is the fourth such payment deal aimed at halting offshore wind development. 

• Total federal commitments to unwind offshore wind leases now exceed $2.5 billion. 

Administration’s rationale 

• Officials frame the move as part of a strategy to promote “affordable, reliable 

American energy” and redirect investment toward nuclear, natural gas, and grid 

infrastructure. 

• Interior Secretary Doug Burgum repeats claims that offshore wind poses national 

security risks, including interference with military radar—claims repeatedly rejected 

by federal judges. 

Industry and political context 

• Duke Energy will reinvest the reimbursed funds into energy sources favored by the 

administration. 

• Environmental groups argue the canceled project would have helped meet rising 

electricity demand and support climate goals. 

• Critics—including NRDC and North Carolina Gov. Josh Stein—call the strategy 

self-defeating, wasteful, and harmful to clean-energy job creation. 

Broader pattern 

• Follows earlier deals, including nearly $1 billion paid to TotalEnergies to abandon two 

offshore wind farms. 

• Several Democratic-led states are suing, alleging misuse of taxpayer funds. 

 


