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Regulatory Rollbacks 
• Eliminates more than three dozen federal gun regulations. 

• Ends zero-tolerance enforcement for gun dealers who repeatedly violate the law. 
• Raises the threshold for revoking dealer licenses; requires proof the dealer knew 

they were breaking the law. 
• Restores gun rights to some individuals with mental illness or those previously 

restricted due to financial-management concerns. 
• Removes enhanced scrutiny of stabilizing braces, despite their use in past mass 

shootings. 

• Proposes eliminating fingerprinting requirements for certain firearms applications. 
• Reinstates the gun show loophole, ending background checks for many private 

sales. 
Challenges to State Laws 

• DOJ is suing California, Virginia, Colorado, and D.C. over bans on semiautomatic 
rifles or restrictions on Glock-style handguns. 

• Part of a broader push to roll back Democratic-led state gun regulations. 
Administration’s Rationale 

• Frames changes as restoring Second Amendment rights and undoing Biden-era 
rules. 

• Argues prior regulations imposed undue burdens on lawful gun owners and 
businesses. 

• ATF leadership says analyses fully weigh costs and benefits, including public-safety 
risks. 

Critics’ Concerns 

• Warn that the rollbacks weaken public safety and “decimate” ATF’s regulatory 
capacity. 

• Note that hundreds of ATF officials were already diverted to immigration enforcement. 
• Point to ATF’s own analyses acknowledging increased risks, including potential 

mass-casualty events. 
• Fear more guns will “percolate back into the community,” potentially increasing 

violent crime. 
Broader Government Actions 

• VA removes restrictions preventing certain veterans from buying firearms. 
• HHS cuts funding for gun-violence prevention research. 

• USPS proposes allowing handgun shipments, reversing a century-old ban. 
• Justice Department says it aims to balance gun rights with public safety. 

Gun-Rights Groups’ Position 
• Some say the changes don’t go far enough. 

• Push to eliminate requirements like indefinite record retention by gun dealers. 

 


