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Main Issue 
• President Trump publicly attacked the National Academies of Sciences, Engineering 

and Medicine for a climate-science chapter included in a judicial reference manual. 
• The chapter explains greenhouse gases, human-driven warming, and cites the 

U.N.’s scientific body as authoritative. 

What Triggered the Dispute 

• The manual, a 1,700-page scientific guide for federal judges, was jointly published 
by the Federal Judicial Center and the National Academies. 

• Republican officials criticized the climate chapter as biased; the Federal Judicial 

Center removed it in February. 
• The National Academies defended the chapter and kept it available on their 

website. 

Trump’s Claims 

• Posted on Truth Social accusing the Academies of publishing “fraudulent” climate 
materials. 

• Ordered scrutiny of National Science Foundation funding tied to the manual. 
• Asserted—without evidence—that judges used the chapter to decide major climate 

cases and caused “huge losses.” 

Legal and Political Context 

• No court anywhere has imposed financial liability on companies or countries for 
greenhouse-gas emissions, according to climate-law experts. 

• Many climate-related lawsuits by states and cities (including Boulder County) are 
still in early stages. 

• The Supreme Court will hear a procedural question in Boulder’s case next term, 

potentially affecting all similar litigation. 

Recusal Controversies 

• Conservative groups argue Justice Elena Kagan should recuse because she wrote 
the manual’s foreword. 

• Liberal groups argue Justice Samuel Alito should recuse due to past energy-sector 
stock holdings. 

• Kagan stated the manual’s purpose is scientific clarity, not advocacy, and noted the 
climate chapter was removed due to controversy. 

Broader Pressure on the Academies 
• The Academies recently released a report on attribution science (linking climate 

change to extreme weather), which also drew criticism from oil-industry allies. 
• A House committee is investigating the Academies’ use of federal funds and 

adherence to advisory standards. 

 


