
AI Summary - Top Science Body Deletes Climate Chapter From Judges’ Manual 

— NY Times 

What Happened 
• The National Academies of Sciences, Engineering and Medicine removed a 

climate science chapter from the Reference Manual on Scientific Evidence after 
sustained criticism from Republican leaders, including President Trump . 

• The Academies say the removal is temporary while they conduct an independent 
review of the chapter’s development process . 

Why It Matters 
• The manual is a 1,700-page guide for federal judges on scientific and technical 

issues that arise in litigation, covering topics like toxicology, neuroscience, and 

eyewitness identification . 
• Climate change increasingly appears in lawsuits against oil companies, 

regulatory disputes, insurance claims, land-use cases, and disaster-related 
litigation . 

• This was the manual’s first climate chapter, making its removal symbolically 
and practically significant for courts handling climate-related cases . 

Political Pressure & Backdrop 
• The Federal Judicial Center had already removed the chapter from its own 

website months earlier after Republican attorneys general objected to it . 
• President Trump attacked the National Academies on Truth Social, calling it 

“Radical Left Dumocrats” and accusing it of promoting “climate fraud,” while urging 
a review of its funding . 

Scientific Context 
• The Academies recently released a report on attribution science, finding that 

research linking specific extreme-weather events to climate change is becoming 

more sophisticated and data-rich . 
• The article reiterates the broad scientific consensus that human-caused 

greenhouse gas emissions are warming the planet . 
Criticism & Defense 

• Critics, including four former U.S. attorneys general, accused the chapter’s 
authors of being “climate-litigation activists” and pointed to similarities with prior 

work connected to climate lawsuits . 
• Authors Jessica Wentz and Radley Horton defended their work as a neutral, 

comprehensive assessment that underwent extensive peer review . 
• They emphasized that only one scientific conclusion—that climate change is 

human-caused—was presented as settled, with uncertainties clearly noted for 
other areas . 

Pushback From Other Experts 
• 28 contributors to other sections of the manual called the removal campaign “a 

direct challenge to the independence of the federal judiciary” and an attack on 

vetted climate science . 
• The House Judiciary Committee is investigating the matter as part of a broader 

inquiry into judicial climate-science training . 
 


