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• Context: The U.S. national debt is expected to surpass $40 trillion, a 

milestone that economists view as a serious warning sign. 

• Key Concern: Interest payments alone now exceed $1.2 trillion 

annually, more than national defense spending. 

• Economic Impact: Rising debt fuels inflationary pressure and limits 

fiscal flexibility. 

• Expert Insight: Carolyn Bourdeaux of The Concord Coalition warns 

that continued debt growth could trigger a severe economic crisis, 

potentially involving hyperinflation and high interest rates. 

• Political Dimension: Lisa Desjardins notes that neither Congress nor 

the White House is addressing the root causes, citing decades of 

leadership failures and recurring crises. 

• Historical Perspective: The discussion traces how U.S. debt has 

steadily climbed over the past 50 years, reflecting both structural and 

political factors. 

 


