Al Summary - Trump Administration Moves to Repeal the Roadless Rule — The
Independent

What’'s Happening
« The Trump administration has formally begun the process to repeal the 2001
Roadless Rule, which restricts logging, road-building, and development on ~59
million acres of national forest land.
« The U.S. Forest Service filed the proposal and a draft environmental impact
statement, opening a public comment period through Sept. 21.
Administration’s Rationale
« Officials argue the rule is a rigid mandate that limits local forest managers and
hinders wildfire mitigation.
« Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins says forests face “tinderbox” conditions due to
overgrowth, insects, and disease.
« They claim revoking the rule does not mandate logging, but removes barriers to
forest health projects.
Scientific & Environmental Context
« Scientists attribute worsening wildfires to climate change, reduced logging, and
decades of fire suppression that allowed fuel buildup.
« Conservation groups warn repeal would damage old-growth ecosystems, wildlife
habitat, and drinking water sources.
Political & Regional Flashpoints
« The Tongass National Forest in Alaska—America’s largest—remains a major
battleground.
o Local leaders say the rule restricts economic growth.
o Environmental groups emphasize its ecological and cultural importance,
including salmon runs and tourism.
o Trump previously lifted Tongass restrictions late in his first term; Biden later
reversed that decision.
Opposition & Legal Pushback
o Groups like WildEarth Guardians and the Sierra Club vow to fight the repeal.
o They argue Americans broadly oppose removing protections.
o Sierra Club says road-building can increase wildfire risk, and the rule
never blocked targeted fuel treatments.
Public Process
e The proposal is open for public comment until September 21, after which the
administration may finalize the repeal.



