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Core change proposed

EPA under the Trump administration seeks to end mandatory public disclosure of
air-pollution data for datacenter projects classified as "minor” sources.
Disclosure would become voluntary, left to state and some local officials.

. Why datacenters matter for air quality

Datacenters rely on diesel generators or gas turbines, emitting nitrogen
oxides, carbon monoxide, heavy metals.

Developers often split projects into many small permit requests to stay under
“minor source” thresholds and avoid federal review.

i What advocates warn

Eliminating mandatory disclosure removes the public’s ability to know what
they’re breathing once a datacenter is built.

Reduces communities’ ability to challenge permits legally or through public
pressure.

Environmental law groups rely heavily on this data to identify violations and
enforce Clean Air Act protections.

i Expert perspectives

Joe Goffman (former EPA air/radiation official): says the Clean Air Act’s “ironclad

promise” of public voice is being weakened.

Jessica O’'Donnell (Environmental Law & Policy Center): stresses that public input
is essential to ensure industrial sources meet emissions limits.

Mike Koerber (former EPA air-quality deputy director): calls the proposal part of a
broader retreat from transparency.

~~ Context: AI boom & state incentives

Datacenter construction is surging due to Al growth.

States competing for tech investment may use nondisclosure as a “regulatory
subsidy” to attract developers.

The administration is also promoting “islanded” power systems—datacenters
generating their own electricity, potentially reducing oversight.

m EPA’s justification

Claims the rule will reduce administrative burden, speed permitting, and
support economic development.
Says emission standards themselves are unchanged.

What happens next

Public comment period has closed.
Rule may face legal challenges if finalized.



