AI Summary - Latvia’s Warning on Russian Sabotage — PBS Newshour
Rising Concern Over Russian Sabotage in Europe

« U.S. and European officials warn of increasing Russian sabotage operations,
including armed drones at Leipzig Airport and a near-assassination attempt
in Poland .

o CIA Director John Ratcliffe’s trip to Moscow reportedly included a direct warning
about these activities .

Latvia’s View: Hybrid Threats, Not Conventional War

« Foreign Minister Baiba Braze says Russia’s doctrine includes cyberattacks,
disinformation, sabotage, arson, and targeted killings .

o Latvia assesses no immediate military invasion threat, but a volatile
security environment driven by hybrid attacks .

Why These Attacks Matter

« Sub-conventional actions (cyber, sabotage, covert violence) are harder to detect,
assess, and prevent than traditional military moves .

« Officials see incidents like the Leipzig drone as signs of Putin’s increasing
willingness to use violence in Europe .

Russia’s Intentions

» Braze believes Russia aims to test NATO's resilience, probe what it can get
away with, and undermine support for Ukraine through sabotage and
disinformation campaigns .

« Latvia recently faced sabotage targeting a warehouse supplying Ukraine and
ongoing troll/bot operations pushing anti-Ukraine narratives .

Domestic Pressure on Putin

« Russia faces elite dissent, refinery shutdowns, and public frustration (e.g.,
long gas lines) .

o Analysts worry domestic pressure could push Putin to escalate the war beyond
Ukraine .

What Can Change Russia’s Behavior?

o Braze says the key is a clear message Russia cannot win, plus more
sanctions and continued support for Ukraine .

o She does not comment on whether CIA warnings could directly deter Russia .



