AI Summary - Europe’s River Cruises Take a Hit — NY Times

. Record-Low Water Levels Disrupt Major Rivers

Severe heat and drought have pushed the Danube and Rhine to historic lows.
Ships have run aground, ports have become inaccessible, and itineraries have
been heavily altered.

Some stretches dropped to single-digit centimeters, blocking access to major
hubs like Frankfurt.

&= Industry Growth Meets Climate Reality

River cruising has been booming: 1.49M passengers in 2025, €3.73B in
revenue.

Demand remains strong, but this summer’s disruptions threaten long-haul
travelers’ confidence.

Portugal’s Douro River even hit ship-capacity limits earlier this year.

vs Passenger Experience: More Buses Than Boats

Travelers report long bus transfers, canceled excursions, and confusing
last-minute changes.

Some cruises involved ship swaps—passengers moved to identical vessels
beyond low-water sections.

Two Viking ships ran aground, requiring evacuation of nearly 400 passengers.

“ Heat Waves Compound the Problems

Passengers expecting mild northern-European weather instead faced unrelenting
heat.
Outdoor sightseeing became difficult; excursions were shortened for older

travelers.
Many guests said the heat, not just the water levels, made trips exhausting.

- Mixed Reactions from Travelers

Some came home frustrated and tired, feeling their vacations were derailed.
Others still enjoyed the onboard experience and plan to cruise again—just in
cooler seasons or with different companies.

%' Cruise Lines’ Position

Major operators (Viking, Uniworld, Avalon) declined comment but maintain:
“"We’'re still sailing, but itineraries may change with little notice.”
Viking reports half of its European cruises affected this summer, yet 2027
bookings are up 11%.



