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Core Argument
« Ryback’s book shows, in tightly paced detail, how Hitler used /legal, democratic
mechanisms to destroy Germany’s democracy in just seven weeks — and how
those early steps illuminate vulnerabilities in modern liberal societies.
Fascism Begins Inside Democracy
o Ryback emphasizes that fascism doesn’t start with dictatorship; it starts by
exploiting democratic procedures.
o Goebbels and modern scholars note fascism’s “trademark” is using democratic
tools to hollow democracy from within.
Continuation of Ryback’s Earlier Work
o This book extends Takeover, moving from Hitler’s rise into his first 53 days in
office.
o Focus on conservative elites (Schleicher, Hugenberg) who believed they could
control Hitler — and were disastrously wrong.
How Hitler Dismantled Democracy (Step-by-Step)
« War on the press and control of messaging.
« Purging civil service through loyalty requirements.
« Eliminating civil liberties and crushing state-level resistance.
o Culminates in the Enabling Act (March 23, 1933), which legally hands Hitler
dictatorial power.
Narrative Style
« Fast-paced, detail-rich, 244 pages.
» Occasional overuse of adverbs (“fiercely,” “belligerently”), but generally taut prose.
Modern Parallels — Subtle but Frequent
« Ryback rarely names Trump directly, but repeatedly highlights historical details
that “rhyme” with present-day U.S. politics.
 Examples include:
o Coarse manners, vanity, need for attention.
Attacks on “parliamentarian swamp.”
Attempts to overturn election results.
Loyalty purges.
Mass amnesties for violent supporters.
Critique: Analogy Overload
« Reviewer argues Ryback leans heavily on parallels to Trump-era politics.
« This risks overshadowing disanalogies — especially the absence of organized
paramilitary violence in modern America comparable to the SA/SS.
Useful Insights
« Emil Gumbel’s observation: Nazis mobilized resentment and inferiority — a
dynamic the reviewer sees echoed in MAGA.
« Hitler’s call for Brownshirts to “keep calm and disciplined” is framed as a historical
echo of “stand back and stand by.”
Reviewer’s Final Judgment
o The analogies are compelling but sometimes too convenient.
« The book is valuable, brisk, and illuminating — but could benefit from deeper
exploration of differences between eras, not just similarities.
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