
AI Summary - TSA PreCheck Now Unlocks Access to Visit Airports Without a 

Plane Ticket – NY Times 

Key Points 

• New TSA “Gateside” program lets PreCheck and Global Entry members 

enter secure airport areas without flying, at 13 U.S. airports. 

• Visitors can meet arriving passengers at the gate, escort family to departures, or 

even meet someone for dinner during a layover — a revival of pre-9/11 airport 

life. 

• Applications required 1–3 days in advance, valid for one calendar day, and 

visitors may use PreCheck lanes. 

• No extra fee beyond the $80 / 5-year PreCheck membership. 

• TSA is positioning Gateside as a way to add value to PreCheck, especially as 

standard lanes have become faster. 

• Some airports already had similar non-TSA programs, but Gateside adds a 

security layer by limiting access to vetted travelers. 

Program Details 

• Participating airports include major hubs: DFW, LAX, Las Vegas (Harry Reid), 

Detroit, San Diego, Salt Lake City, and others. 

• TSA says expansion will occur “in a phased approach.” 

• Security experts note Gateside is essentially a rebrand of existing concepts but 

with tighter vetting. 

• Former TSA officers describe it as an “odd perk” but acknowledge it restores 

some of the convenience lost after 9/11. 

Why It Matters 

• Reintroduces a familiar travel ritual — greeting loved ones at the gate. 

• Offers more flexibility for travelers during layovers. 

• Reflects TSA’s effort to enhance PreCheck’s value as screening technology 

improves for everyone. 

 


