AI Summary - August Ties the Record for Earth’s Hottest Month — NY Times

Key Points

August 2026 matched July 2023 as the hottest month ever recorded,
driven by human-caused warming and amplified by El Nifo.

Extreme heat waves hit multiple regions: Europe endured its fifth major heat
event since May; the southern U.S. saw triple-digit temperatures; South Korea
logged a record 108.5°F.

Oceans also set records, with August becoming the hottest ocean month in
history, especially in the tropical Pacific.

Summer 2026 was the warmest on record for Western Europe and the
contiguous United States; the U.S. averaged 75.6°F, 3.5°F above the
20th-century norm.

Global temperatures exceeded 1.5°C above preindustrial levels, the first
time since November 2025.

A new U.N. report says the world will not meet the 1.5°C limit, projecting
warming of 1.8°C (best case) to 2.6°C+ (if mitigation falters) by 2100.

The U.N. urges two parallel strategies: (1) rapid emissions cuts and
carbon-removal technologies, (2) stronger adaptation to intensified heat waves,
floods, wildfires, and coastal risks.

Officials describe the situation as the escalating cost of “humanity’s fossil fuel
addiction.”



