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Overview
« Trump’s second-term approach to media has escalated into a broad, coordinated
effort across federal agencies to intimidate, punish, or restrict journalists, critics,
comedians, and media organizations.
o Free speech advocates warn the cumulative effect is a historic erosion of press
freedom in the United States.

Key Tactics Across Government

o Justice Department & FBI
o Subpoenas delivered directly to reporters’ homes; at least one attempted
device seizure.
o Aggressive leak investigations targeting journalists.

« Pentagon
o Fired Stars and Stripes leadership; restricted access for reporters who
refused to sign limiting pledges.
o Imposed new escort requirements inside the building despite court
pushback.

« Regulatory Pressure (FCC & FTC)
o FCC revived dormant rules to investigate networks for “news distortion.”
o Targeted diversity/equity policies at media companies.
o FTC investigations into Media Matters and NewsGuard created chilling effects
despite later being dropped.

o« Funding & Access Control
o Public broadcasting funding stripped.
o White House took control of the presidential press pool, deciding which
outlets may participate.

Use of Personal Lawsuits
o Trump has sued major outlets (NYT, WSJ, BBC) and individuals (Bob Woodward,
Pulitzer board, Guardian).
« Lawsuits often fail legally but impose financial and reputational costs, which Trump
has openly described as intentional.

Historical Context

o Past presidents have restricted speech, but experts say Trump’s approach is
broader, faster, and more personal.

« U.S. press freedom rankings have fallen to their lowest since tracking began in
2002.
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High-Profile Enforcement Examples

« ABC / Disney
o FCC investigations into hiring policies, debate conduct, and equal-time rules.

o Early review of station licenses after Trump demanded Jimmy Kimmel be
fired.

o ABC claims retaliation has already influenced programming decisions.

« Media Matters & NewsGuard
o Investigations tied to conservative complaints about ratings and advertiser
influence.
o Courts found FTC actions violated First Amendment protections.

o Individual Journalists
o Search warrant executed at a Washington Post reporter’s home; judge
intervened to block review of seized materials.
o Subpoenas for Times reporters withdrawn after judicial criticism.

Impact on Press Freedom

o Free speech organizations report record levels of government threats, subpoenas,
and chilling actions.

o Judges have repeatedly rebuked administration actions, but legal victories do not
erase the chilling effect.

o Experts warn the normalization of these tactics could outlast Trump’s presidency.

Bottom Line
o The article portrays a sweeping, multi-agency campaign to reshape the media
landscape through pressure, investigations, lawsuits, and regulatory leverage — a
strategy critics say is designed to intimidate dissent and weaken the independent
press.
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